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COMPARATIVE POLITICS EXAM STRUCTURE AND READING LIST 
 

This memo outlines the basic structure of the Comparative Politics subfield exam and 
offers a list of suggested readings for students preparing for it. The list is meant as a study 
aide, not as an exhaustive set of limits on what students are expected to know. Part of 
students’ responsibility for the exam is to be up to date on relevant readings that may not 
be on the list. Professors reserve the right to evaluate them on their mastery of the field 
distinct from mastery of this exact set of readings. 

 
MAJOR EXAM. The major exam takes place in a one-day, eight-hour time period, with 
one hour for lunch. Non-native speakers are allowed nine hours plus one for lunch. The 
exam is closed book: students leave their belongings in the department office and write 
on a department computer in a room or office provided by the department. Students will 
be given their questions at 9am and must perform a final save of their answers to the 
exam laptop no later than 6pm (7:00 PM for non-native speakers). The major exam has 
three sections: 

 
i. Core: broad theoretical questions that engage epistemological, methodological, 

conceptual themes (see Core part of reading list), and rely on mastery of all 
three substantive thematic areas of the reading list (see three thematic sections 
of reading list). Write one essay from choice of two questions. 

ii. Cross-regional questions. Write one essay from choice of three questions. The 
three questions will be drawn identifiably from the three areas of the core 
seminars (and the three related thematic areas of the reading list), and will all 
ask for essays that engage empirics from two regions of the world (see 
regional list and instructions below). 

iii. Regional focus questions, tailored by student regional focus (see below). Students 
will have choice of two questions. Questions may be on any theme. Students 
should expect these two questions to draw on the two thematic areas least 
related to their primary intellectual focus (e.g., a student with main interests in 
political economy and development should expect questions in this section 
that speak to states & regimes and state-society relations). 

 
Regarding regional focus (for question 3): When applying to take the exam, students will 
announce a primary regional focus from the following options: Western Europe, Eastern 
Europe and Former Soviet Union, Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia and Oceania, South 
Asia, North Africa and Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, North America. 
They will write one essay from choice of two. Questions can be on any theme. 

 
MINOR EXAM. The minor exam is comprised of the first two sections of the major 
exam. Students do not need to declare regional focuses because they do not take the 
regionally-tailored part of the exam. Minor-exam takers have six hours, plus an hour for 
lunch, and take the exam under the same conditions as the major exam. The exam 
begins at 9am and must be completed by 4pm, or 5pm for non-native speakers. 
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COMPARATIVE POLITICS LIST: Overview of Format 
 
 

The Core 
1. Theory: Overviews/Interests/Institutions/Ideas & Culture 
2. Methods: General/Small-N/Interpretive 
3. Historical Antecedents 
4. Selections from thematic areas 

 
Political Economy & Development 
1. Origins of Capitalism 
2. Political Economy of Developed Societies 
3. Political Economy of Developing Societies 
4. Economic Reform and Social Response 

 
States & Regimes 
1. State Formation 
2. Regime Origins in the West 
3. Democracy: Foundations 
4. Democratization 

 
States & Society 
1. State-Society Relations & Interest Intermediation 
2. Parties & Electoral Systems 
3. Social Movements & Revolution 
4. Politics of Identity: Nationalist, Ethnic, Religious, Cultural 

 
A Suggestion for Studying 

 

We advise the following basic plan of study: 
 

1. Do not start at the beginning of the list. Instead begin with the last three sections 
of the Core list (Political Economy & Development Core, States & Regimes Core, 
and States & Society Core). These are the substantive examples of the “greatest 
hits” in comparative politics. The overviews and methods discussions will not 
make much sense until you are familiar with several substantive arguments. 

2. Once you are familiar with these last 3 sections of the Core, then return to 
overviews, methods and historical antecedents. 

3. Then turn to the more detailed lists in the specific areas. 
4. Leave some time in your study plan to search for important (especially recent) 

readings that may not be on the list. Ask professors and other students for 
suggestions. 
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THE COMPARATIVE LIST 
 

SECTION 1: THE CORE 
 

Theory Overviews & Founding Statements 
 
Overviews 

 
Kohli, Atul, et al. 1995. “The Role of Theory in Comparative Politics: A Symposium.” 

World Politics 48(1): 1-49 
Lichbach, Mark Irving, and Alan S. Zuckerman, eds. 2009. Comparative Politics: 

Rationality, Culture, and Structure. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2nd ed. 
Parsons, Craig. 2007. How to Map Arguments in Political Science. New York: Oxford 

University Press. 
 
Interests 

 
Bates, Robert H. et al. 1998. Analytic Narratives. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University 

Press. 
Elster, Jon, eds. 1986. Rational Choice. Washington Square, N.Y.: New York University 

Press. 
Green, Donald, and Ian Shapiro. 1994. Pathologies of Rational Choice Theory: A 

Critique of Applications in Political Science. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Hirschman, Albert. 1970. Exit, Voice, and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, 

Organizations, and States. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press. 
North, Douglass, J.J. Wallis, and Barry Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social Orders. 

New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Olson, Mancur. 1971. Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of 

Groups. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press. 
Tsebelis, George. 1990. Nested Games: Rational Choice in Comparative Politics. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Institutions 

 
Evans, Peter B., Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol. 1985. Bringing the State 

Back. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Hall, Peter A., and Rosemary C R Taylor. 1996. “Political Science and the Three New 

Institutionalisms.” Political Studies, 44, 936-957. 
Orren, Karen, and Stephen Skowronek. 2004. “Beyond the Iconography of Order.” In 

The Search for American Political Development, ed. Karen Orren and Stephen 
Skowronek. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Ostrom, Elinor. 2005. Understanding Institutional Diversity. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. 

Pierson, Paul. 2004. Politics in Time: History, Institutions, and Social Analysis. Princeton, 
N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

Shepsle, Kenneth. 1989. “Studying Institutions: Some Lessons from the Rational Choice 
Approach.” Journal of Theoretical Politics 1(2): 131-147. 
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Thelen, Kathleen, Sven Steinmo, and Frank Longstreth, eds. 1992. Structuring Politics: 
Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis. New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Thelen, Kathleen and Wolfgang Streeck, eds. 2005. Beyond Continuity: Institutional 
Change in Advanced Political Economies. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Ideas/culture 

 
Almond, Gabriel A., and Sidney Verba. 1963. The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and 

Democracy in Five Nations. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and 

Spread of Nationalism. New York: Verso. 
Beland, Daniel and Robert Cox, eds. 2012. Ideas and Politics in Social Science 

Research. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Dalton, Russell and Christian Welzel, eds., The Civic Culture Transformed. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
Geertz, Clifford. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books. 
Granovetter, Mark. 1985. “Economic Action and Social Structure: The Problem of 

Embeddedness,” American Journal of Sociology vol. 91 no. 3. 

Powell, Walter W., and Paul J. DiMaggio. 1991. The New Institutionalism in 
Organizational Analysis. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Sewell, William H., Jr. 1996. “Historical Events as Transformations of Structures: 
Inventing Revolution at the Bastille.” Theory and Society 25: 841-881. 

Steinmetz, George. “Introduction” to Steinmetz, ed., State/Culture: State Formation after 
the Cultural Turn. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press. 

Swidler, Ann. 1986. “Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies,” American 
Sociological Review 51(2): 273-286. 

 
Methods 

 
General and Large-N 

 
Bates, Robert. 1997. “Area Studies and Political Science: Rupture and Possible 

Synthesis.” In Comparative Politics: Notes and Readings, ed. Bernard E. Brown. 
2000. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt College Publishers. 

Farr, James. 1995. "Remembering the Revolution: Behavioralism in American Political 
Science." In Political Science in History: Research Programs and Political 
Traditions, ed. James Farr, John S. Dryzek, and Stephen T. Leonard. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Goetz, Gary and James Mahoney. 2012. A Tale of Two Cultures: Qualitative and 
Quantitative Research in the Social Sciences. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: 
Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University 
Press. 

Lijphart, Arend, 1971. “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method,” American 
Political Science Review, vol. 45, no. 3 (September), pp. 682-93. 

Ragin, Charles C. 1987. The Comparative Method: Moving beyond Qualitative and 
Quantitative Strategies. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
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Small-N 
 
Bennett, Andrew and Jeffrey Checkel. 2015. Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic 

Tool. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Brady, Henry E., and David Collier, eds., Second edition 2010. Rethinking Social 

Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield. 
Fearon, James. 1991. "Counterfactuals and Hypothesis Testing in Political Science." 

World Politics 43(2): 169-195. 
Geddes, Barbara. 1990. “How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: 

Selection Bias in Comparative Politics.” Political Analysis 2:131-150. 
George, Alexander, and Andrew Bennett. 2005. Case Studies and Theory Development in 

the Social Sciences. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press. 
Gerring, John. 2007. Case Study Research: Principles and Practices. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 
Mahoney, James, “After KKV: The New Methodology of Qualitative Research.” World 

Politics 62:1 (January 2010) 120-47. 
Mahoney, James and Kathleen Thelen, eds. 2015. Advances in Comparative-Historical 

Analysis. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Skocpol, Theda. 1984. "Emerging Agendas and Recurrent Strategies in Historical 

Sociology." In Vision and Method in Historical Sociology, ed. Theda Skocpol. New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 

Snyder, Richard. 2001. “Scaling Down: The Subnational Comparative Method,” Studies 
in Comparative International Development 36(1), 93-110. 

 
Interpretive 

 
Foucault, Michel. 1991. “Governmentality.” In The Foucault Effect: Studies in 

Governmentality, ed. Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon, and Peter Miller. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, pp 7-26. 

Geertz, Clifford. 1973. “Thick Description.” In The Interpretation of Cultures, Clifford 
Geertz. New York: Basic Books. 

Geertz, Clifford. 1987. "Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight." In Interpretive 
Social Science: a Second Look, ed. Paul Rabinow and William M. Sullivan. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 

Sewell, William H. 1992. “A Theory of Structure: Duality, Agency and Transformation.” 
AJS 98(1): 1-29. 

Sewell, William H. 1996. "Three Temporalities: Toward an Eventful Sociology." In The 
Historic Turn in the Human Sciences, ed. Terence J. McDonald. Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, pp 245-80. 

Yanow, Dvora, and Peregrine Schwartz-Shea. 2006. Interpretation and Method: 
Empirical Research Methods and the Interpretive Turn. Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. 
Sharpe. 

Schatz, Edward, ed. 2009. Political Ethnography: What Immersion Contributes to the 
Study of Power. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 
 
Historical antecedents & major referents 

 
Aristotle. 1995. Politics. Oxford University Press. Translated by Ernest Barker. 
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Bourdieu, Pierre. 1998. Practical Reason: On the Theory of Action. Cambridge: Polity. 
Durkheim, Emile. 1997. Division of Labor in Society. New York: Free Press. 
Gramsci, Antonio. 1992. Prison Notebooks. New York: Columbia University Press.  
Heilbroner, Robert L. 1980. The Worldly Philosophers: the Lives, Times, and Ideas of the 

Great Economic Thinkers. New York: Simon and Schuster. 
Hirschman, Albert. 1997. The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for 

Capitalism before its Triumph. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
Janos, Andrew C. 1986. Politics and Paradigms: Changing Theories of Change in Social 

Science. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press. 
Lenin, Vladimir. 1996. Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. London: Junius.  
Marx, Karl, The Communist Manifesto, “Eighteenth Brumaire,” “British Rule in India.” 

Available online. 
Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon Books. 
Schumpeter, Joseph Alois. 1987. Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy. London: 

Unwin. 
Tocqueville, Alexis de. 2000. Democracy in America. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 
Weber, Max. 1968. Economy & Society: an Outline of Interpretive Sociology. New York: 

Bedminster Press. 
Weber, Max. 2001. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. London: Routledge. 

 
Political Economy & Development Core 

 
Bates, Robert H. 1981. Markets and States in Tropical Africa: the Political Basis of 

Agricultural Policies. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Evans, Peter. 1979. Dependent Development: the Alliance of Multinational, State, and 

Local Capital in Brazil. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
Gershenkron, Alexander. 1962. Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective, a 

Book of Essays. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, chapter 1. 
Haggard, Stephan. 2004. "Institutions and Growth in East Asia". Studies in Comparative 

International Development (SCID). 38 (4): 53-81. 

Kohli, Atul. 2004. State-directed Development: Political Power and Industrialization in 
the Global Periphery. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 

North, Douglass C. 1981. Structure and Change in Economic History. New York: 
Norton.  

Olson, Mancur. 1982. The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation 
and Social Rigidities. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

Polanyi, Karl. 1957. The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Rogowski, Ronald. 1989. Commerce and Coalitions: How Trade Affects Domestic 

Political Alignments. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
Wade, Robert. 1990. Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of 

Government in East Asian Industrialization. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University 
Press. 

Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1979. The Capitalist World-Economy: Essays. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
State & Society Core 
Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of  

Nationalism. New York: Verso. 
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Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
Lijphart, Arend. 1999. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in 

Thirty- Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Popkin, Samuel L. 1979. The Rational Peasant: the Political Economy of Rural Society in  

Vietnam. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Scott, James C. 1976. Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in 

Southeast Asia. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Scott, James C. 1998. Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human  
Condition Have Failed. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Skocpol, Theda. 1979. States and Social Revolutions: a Comparative Analysis of France, 

Russia, and China. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Steinmetz, George, ed. 1999. State/Culture: State Formation after the Cultural Turn. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
Tilly, Charles. 2007. Coercion, Capital and European States: AD 990-1990, Wiley- 

Blackwell. 
Tilly, Charles, Doug McAdam and Sidney Tarrow. 2001. Introduction to Dynamics of 

Contention. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Tilly, Charles and Sidney Tarrow. 2011. Contentious Politics, 2nd edition. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 
 
 
 

States & Regimes Core 
 

Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and 
Democracy. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Brown, Nathan, ed. 2011. The Dynamics of Democratization: Dictatorship, Development, 
and Diffusion. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011.   

Dahl, Robert A. 2015. On Democracy: Second Edition. New Haven: Yale University 
Press. 

Dalton, Russell and Christian Welzel, eds, 2014. The Civic Culture Transformed. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014. 

Diamond, Larry. 2016. In Search of Democracy. New York: Routledge, 2016. 
Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. Kaufman.1995. The Political Economy of Democratic 

Transitions. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
Huntington, Samuel P. 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven: Yale 

University Press. 
Inglehart, Ronald and Christian Welzel. 2005. Modernization, Cultural Change and 

Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Lijphart, Arend. 2012. Patterns of Democracy, 2nd ed. New Haven: Yale University Press.  
Linz, Juan. 2000. Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes. Boulder: Lynn Reiner. 
Lipset, “The Social Requisites of Democracy Revisited.” American Sociological 

Review, Feb. 1994 
Moore, Barrington. 1967. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and 

Peasant in the Making of the Modern World. Boston: Beacon Press. 
O'Donnell, Guillermo, Philippe C. Schmitter, and Laurence Whitehead, eds. 1986. 

Transitions from Authoritarian Rule. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.  
Przeworski, Adam. 2000. Democracy and Development. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
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Rustow, Dankwart. 1970. “Transitions to Democracy,” Comparative Politics 2:3 (April 
1970), 337-363. 

 

SECTION 2: THEMATIC AREAS 
 
Political Economy & Development 

 
1. Origins of Capitalism 

 
Bendix, Reinhard. 1956. Work and Authority in Industry: Ideologies of Management in 

the Course of Industrialization. New York: Wiley. 
Brenner, Richard. 1977. “The Origins of Capitalist Development: A Critique of Neo- 

Smithian Marxism.” New Left Review 104:25-92. 
North, Douglass C. 1981. Structure and Change in Econ History. New York: Norton. 
Polanyi, Karl. 1957. The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Thompson, E.P. The Making of the English Working Class. Vintage, 1963. Wallerstein, 
Immanuel. 1974. Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European 

World- Economy in the Sixteenth Century. New York: Academic Press. 
Wallerstein, Immanuel. “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System.” 

Comparative Studies in Society and History, 16:4 (1974): 387-415. 
Weber, Max. 2001. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. London: Routledge.  

 
2. Political Economy of Developed Societies 

 
Blyth, Mark. 2002. Great Transformations: Economic Ideas and Institutional Change 

in the Twentieth Century. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Boix, Carles. Political Parties, Growth and Equality: Conservative and Social 

Democratic Economic Strategies in the World Economy. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1998. 

Dobbin, Frank. 1994. Forging Industrial Policy: the United States, Britain, and France 
in the Railway Age. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Esping-Andersen, Gøsta. 1990. The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. Princeton, N.J.: 
Princeton University Press. 

Jeffry Frieden 1991. “Invested Interests,” International Organization 45: 425-451. 
Gershenkron, Alexander. 1962. Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective, a 
Book of Essays. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 

Hall, Peter A., and David Soskice. 2001. Varieties of Capitalism: the Institutional 
Foundations of Comparative Advantage. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Hall, Peter, eds. 1989. The Political Power of Economic Ideas: Keynesianism across 
Nations. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

Hiscox, Michael. 2002. International Trade and Political Conflict. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

Iversen, Torben. 1999. Contested Economic Institutions: The Politics of 
Macroeconomics and Wage Bargaining in Advanced Democracies. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Katzenstein, Peter. 1985. Small States in World Markets: Industrial Policy in Europe. 
Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press. 

Olson, Mancur. 1982. The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, 
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and Social Rigidities. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Polanyi, Karl. 1957. The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Streeck, Wolfgang and Kathleen Thelen, eds. Beyond Continuity: Institutional Change in 

Advanced Political Economies. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005 (especially 
introductory chapter). 

Thelen, Kathleen. 2004. How Institutions Evolve. Cambridge University Press. Shonfield, 
Andrew. 1982. “Modern Capitalism.” In The Use of Public Power, ed. Zuzanna 
Shonfield. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Vogel, Steven K. 1996. Freer Markets, More Rules: Regulatory Reform in Advanced 
Industrial Countries. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press. 

 
3. Political Economy of Developing Societies 

 
Abers, Rebecca Neaera and Margaret Keck, Practical Authority: Agency and 

Institutional Change in Brazilian Water Politics. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2013. 

Amartya Sen, “The Concept of Development,” in Hollis Chenery and T.N. Srinivasan, 
eds., The Handbook of Development Economics. New York: North Holland, 1988, pp. 
10-26. 

Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson. (2001). “Colonial Origins of 
Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation,” American Economic Review, 
91(5), 1369-1401. 

Bates, Robert. 1981. Markets and States in Tropical Societies. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. 

Evans, Peter. 1979. Dependent Development: the Alliance of Multinational, State, and 
Local Capital in Brazil. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

Evans, Peter. 1995. Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation. 
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

Haggard, Stephan. 1990. Pathways from the Periphery: the Politics of Growth in the 
Newly Industrializing Countries. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 

Johnson, Chalmers. 1982. MITI and the Japanese Miracle: the Growth of Industrial 
Policy, 1925-1975. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press. 

Kohli, Atul. 2004. State-directed Development: Political Power And Industrialization In 
The Global Periphery. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Meyer, John W. et al. “World Society and the Nation-State.” The American Journal of 
Sociology 103(1): 144-181. 

Ostrom, Elinor, et al. The Future of the Commons: Beyond Market Failure and 
Government Regulations, Institute of Economic Affairs, 2012. 

Ostrom, Elinor, et al., eds. The Drama of the Commons. Washington, DC: National 
Academies Press, 2002 (Particularly read Chapters 1-2, 13). 

Sikkink, Kathryn. 1991. Ideas and Institutions: Developmentalism in Brazil and 
Argentina. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press. 

J. Samuel Valenzuela and Arturo Valenzuela, “Modernization and Dependency: 
Alternative Perspectives in the Study of Latin American Underdevelopment,” 
Comparative Politics, 10, 4 (July 1978): 535-552. 

Wade, Robert. 1990. Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of 
Government in East Asian Industrialization. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University 
Press. 
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4. Economic Reform and Social Response 
 
Ferguson, James. 1992. The Anti-Politics Machine: Development, Depoliticization, and 

Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Gourevitch, Peter. 1986. Politics in Hard Times. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 
Przeworski, Adam. 1991. Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms 

in Eastern Europe and Latin America. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Sandbrook, Richard. 1993. The Politics of Africa's Economic Recovery. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 
Shafer, D. Michael. 1994. Winners and Losers: How Sectors Shape the Developmental 

Prospects of States. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press. 
Shirk, Susan L. Shirk. 1993. The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 
Stark, David, and László Bruszt. 1998. Postsocialist Pathways: Transforming Politics 

and Property in East Central Europe. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Tsai, Kellee. 2007. Capitalism without Democracy: Politics of Private Sector  

Development in China. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 
Widner, Jennifer, eds. 1994. Economic Change and Political Liberalization in Sub- 

Saharan Africa. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 
 
States and Regimes 
 

1. Defining and Measuring Regime Types 
 
Coppedge, Michael, et al. 2011. “Conceptualizing and Measuring Democracy: A New 

Approach,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 9, No. 2: 247-267. 
Collier, David and Steven Levitsky. 1997. “Democracy with Adjectives: Conceptual 

Innovation in Comparative Research,” World Politics 49: 430–451. 
Dahl, Robert A. 2015. On Democracy: Second Edition. New Haven: Yale University 

Press. 
Dahl, Robert A. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. New Haven: Yale University 

Press. 
Kirk Bowman, Fabrice Lehoucq, and James Mahoney. 2005. “Measuring Political 

Democracy,” Comparative Political Studies 38, no. 8: 939–970. 
Lijphart, Arend. 2012. Patterns of Democracy, 2nd ed. New Haven: Yale University 

Press.  
Linz, Juan. 2000. Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes. Boulder: Lynn Reiner. 
Munck, Gerardo L. and Verkuilen, Jay. 2002. ‘Conceptualizing and measuring 

democracy: Evaluating alternative indices.’ Comparative Political Studies. 35 (1): 5-
34.  

Schmitter, Philippine C. and Terry Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is …And Is Not,” The 
Journal of Democracy vol. 2, no. 3: 75-88. 

 
 
2. Regime Origins: Democracy & Dictatorship 

 
Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and 

Democracy. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Boix, Carles and Susan C. Stokes. 2003. “Endogenous Democratization,” World 
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Politics, vol. 55, no. 4: 517-549. 
Collier, David, eds. 1979. The New Authoritarianism in Latin America. Princeton, 

N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
Dalton, Russel and Christian Welzel, eds., 2014. The Civic Culture Transformed. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Diamond, Larry. 2016. In Search of Democracy. New York: Routledge. 
Diamond, Larry. 2010. ‘Why are there no Arab democracies?’ Journal of Democracy. 

21(1): 93-104.  
Dreze, Jean and Amartya Sen, India: Development and Participation. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 2002, chapter 4. 
Hagopian, Francis. 2000. “Political Development, Revisited,” Comparative Political 

Studies, vol. 33, nos. 6/7: 880-911.   
Huntington, Samuel. 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven: Yale 

University Press. 
Inglehart, Ronald and Christian Welzel. 2005. Modernization, Cultural Change and 

Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Lipset, Seymour Martin. “The Social Requisites of Democracy Revisited.” American 

Sociological Review, Feb. 1994 
Lipset, Seymour Martin. 1959. “Social Requisites” in APSR 53:1 

Lijphart, Arend. 1999. Patterns of Democracy. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Moore, Barrington. 1967. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and 

Peasant in the Making of the Modern World. Boston: Beacon Press. 
Przeworski, Adam. 2000. Democracy and Development. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Skocpol, Theda. 1973. “A Critical Review of Barrington Moore’s Social Origins of 

Dictatorship and Democracy.” Politics and Society 4(1): 1-34. 
Valenzuela, J. Samuel and Arturo Valenzuela. 1978. “Modernization and Dependency: 

Alternative Perspectives in the Study of Latin American Underdevelopment,” 
Comparative Politics, Vol.10, No.4: 543-557. 

 
3. Democracy and Dictatorship: Foundations 

 
Bellin, Eva R. 2012. "Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the 

Middle East: Lessons from the Arab Spring." Comparative Politics, 44(2): 127-
149. 
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